Broom grass

Thysanolaena latifolia (Roxb. ex Hornem.) Honda
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INTRODUCTION

It is a perennial shrub, found growing along steep hills, sandy
banks of rivers and damp steep banks along ravines. It grows
naturally in temperate and subtropical parts of India, Bhutan,
Myanmar, China, East Asia, Nepal, New Guinea and Malaysia
up to 2000m elevation. This grass is tolerant to drought
situation, while it performs well in high rainfall conditions also,
where there is no water logging. It grows well in soil with pH
5.3- 9.3, moisture 11.6- 37.6%, carbon 0.4-2.7%.The grass can
be grown on severely degraded and marginal lands. Broom
grass tends to grow in tussocks, with 4-5 tussocks in a 100-
metre radius and is harvested during the winter seasons between
January and March.

CULTIVATION

Broom grass is cultivated by the farmer for local and
commercial production of broom. The plant can be cultivated

through propagation through seeds, rhizome and seed sowing in
nursery bed.

ruary and March. Approxmt-
, ar broadeastcd in nursery beds of
2m x 1m size. Seeds are covered with a thin layer of
soil and then with thatch grass to keep moist. Grass
cover is removed after germination of seeds. After 4 to
6 weeks seedlings are either transplanted into other
beds at spacing of 10cmx10cm or raised in poly bags
which were filled with mixture of soil, sand and
farmyard manure in a ratio of 1:2:1. Then they are
ready to plant in the main field.

® Propagation through rhizomes :

After harvesting of brooms, the rhizomes from natural
stock are uprooted from the healthy culms and the
green stems trimmed to about 12cm to 15cm in length
and rhizome cutting is made along with 2 to 3 culms of
15-20cm height and planted either in poly bags or pits.
Polybags are filled with a mixture of soil, sand and
farmyard manure in a ratio of 1:2:1. Watering is done
to keep the soil moist for better establishment. After
three months the sprouted rhizomes are ready for
transplantation in the main field.

® Seed sowing :

In nursery seeds are to be sown immediately in beds
in horizontal position and watered. Beds are to be
provided with thatch cover to protect the emerging
seeds from direct sunlight. Seeds start germination
after 2- 4 days of sowing. Germinated seeds are to be
transferred to media filled the polythene bags.
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be applled to the soil during the second we
provide the best yield in the first year. Waterin,
done to keep the soil moist at the early stage o
plantation for better establishment if rainfall does not
occur for a longer period of time. As this grass is a
good fodder for animals appropriate fencing should be
raised for protection particularly in the early stage of
growth of plant.

HARVESTING

The mature panicle which turns light green or red
becomes ready for harvest by December and January
and the harvest continues until March. Culms with
mature inflorescences are harvested by cutting above
the ground, dried in sun. For making brooms, the
inflorescences of 1-1.5 ft long are kept. The
inflorescences are made into bundle of 30-35 to make
a broom. Such brooms are marketed at the rate of Rs.
10 to Rs.20 per bundle. Sometimes dried inflores-
cences in bulk are sold by the farmer without any
value addition. Leaves of the plant are harvested for
fodder. The highest yield is obtained in the third year
of repeat plantation. After the last harvest, all the
vegetative part is cut down to 30cm for regeneration.
The culms are also used to make baskets of different
types. The residual part of the broom grass can be
used for making vermicompost.

year by the harvestmg of this crop ( -@f W
1997; Bisht and Ahlawat, 1998).
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Thysanolaena latifolia brooms are cost effective, more
durable than those made from Phragmites. It is also a
very good fodder plant for the animals. It is sold as
brooms. The leaves provide green forage for livestock,
the roots promote soil conservation, and the dried up
stems can be used as stakes to support growing







