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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. The Final Technical Report (FTR) has to commence from the date of start of the Project (as per 
the Sanction Order issued at the start of the project) till its completion. Each detail has to 
comply with the NMHS Sanction Order. 

2. The FTR should be neatly typed (in Arial with font size 11 with 1.5 spacing between the lines) 
with all details as per the enclosed format for direct reproduction by photo-offset process. 
Colored Photographs (4-5 good action photographs), tables and graphs should be 
accommodated within the report or should be annexed with captions. Sketches and 
diagrammatic illustrations may also be given giving step-by-step details about the methodology 
followed in technology development/modulation, transfer and training. Any correction or 
rewriting should be avoided. Please give information under each head in serial order. 

3. Training/ Capacity Building Manuals (with details contents of training programme technical 
details and techniques involved) or any such display material related to project activities  along 
with slides, charts, photographs should be brought at the venue of the Annual Monitoring & 
Evaluation (M&E) Workshop and sent at the NMHS-PMU, GBP NIHE HQs, Kosi-Katarmal, 
Almora 263643, Uttarakhand. In all Knowledge Products, the Grant/ Fund support of the NMHS 
should be duly acknowledged. 

4. The FTR Format is in sync with many other essential requirements and norms desired by the 
Govt. of India time to time, so each section of the NMHS-FTR needs to duly filled by the 
proponent and verified by the Head of the Lead Implementing Organization/ Institution/ 
University. 

5. Five (5) bound hard copies of the Project Final Technical Report (FTR) and a soft copy should 
be submitted to the Nodal Officer, NMHS-PMU, GBP NIHE HQs, Kosi-Katarmal, Almora, 
Uttarakhand. 

The FTR is to be submitted into following two parts: 

Part A – Project Summary Report  

Part B – Project Detailed Report 

Following Financial and other necessary documents/certificates need to be submitted along with 

Final Technical Report (FTR):  

Annexure I Consolidated and Audited Utilization Certificate (UC) & Statement of 
Expenditure (SE), including interest earned for the last Fiscal year 
including the duly filled GFR-19A (with year-wise break-up) 

Annexure II Consolidated Interest Earned Certificate 
Annexure III Consolidated Assets Certificate showing the cost of the equipment in 

Foreign and Indian currency, Date of Purchase, etc. (with break-up as per 
the NMHS Sanction Order and year wise). 

Annexure IV List of all the equipment, assets and peripherals purchased through the 
NMHS grant with current status of use including location of deployment. 

Annexure V Letter of Head of Institution/Department confirming Transfer of Equipment 
Purchased under the Project to the Institution/Department 

Annexure VI Details, Declaration and Refund of any Unspent Balance transferred 
through Real-Time Gross System (RTGS) in favor of NMHS GIA 
General 
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NMHS-Final Technical Report (FTR) template 

State Government Project (SGP) 

DSL: Date of Sanction Letter                             DPC: Date of Project Completion  
 
 
 

   

Part A: Project Summary Report 

1.          Project Description 

i. NMHS-Grant Ref. No.: GBPNI/NMHS-2017-18/SGP-05 

iii. Project Title: Eco-Restoration Proposal for Chaurasi Kutiya 

iii. Project Sites (State/UT) 

(Location Maps 

attached) 

   Rishikesh, Dehradun, Uttarakhand   

. 

v. Total Budget: 2.12 Cr 

vi. Lead Agency:   The Director,  

   Rajaji Tiger Reserve, Dehradun, Uttarakhand 

3 1 0 3 2 0 2 1 
d  d  m  m  y  y  y  y  

2 7 0 3 2 0 1 8 
d  d  m  m  y  y  y  y  
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Lead PI/ Proponent: Sh. Sanatan (2018-19),  Sh. P.K. Patro (2019-20), 

Sh. D.K Singh (2020-21), Shri Amit Verma (2020),  

Sh. Akhilesh Tiwari (2021-2022), Dr. Saket Badola (2022–) 

Co-PI/ Proponent:   -- 

vi. Implementing Partners:    -- 

Key Persons (Contact 

Details, Ph. No, E-mail): 

Dr. Saket Badola (2022 to till date) 

 2.     Project Outcomes 

2.1.   Abstract/ Summary (not more than 500 words)  

Rishikesh is known for its spiritual institutes and meditation centers. Chaurasi Kutiya Ashram situated on 

the banks of river Ganga near Swarg Ashram Rishikesh at Longitude of 30º06'35.04" & Latitude of  

78º06’35.04. This Ashram covers an area of 15 acres of Reserve forest Kunwao Cam. no 1 of Lansdown 

Forest Division. The Ashram was leased to Maharishi Mahesh Yogi for a period of 20 years in the year 

1961. By the orders of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in 2003, Ashram was taken into possession by the 

Forest Department. This ashram is regarded as a major spiritual center of Uttarakhand. This place created 

worldwide media hype when BEATLES, a musical band, visited this ashram. The Maharishi Mahesh Yogi 

Ashram at Rishikesh is now called the Chaurasi Kutiya Ashram, a 5-minute drive from the Ram Jhoola. For 

those who grew up in the sixties and loved the Beatles, this place conjures up great nostalgic expectations.  

Maharshi developed the Ashram with the help of world’s renowned architect providing highly 
modern amenities of that time to cater to the need of high-profile disciples and devotees. A full-fledged 
township was established here with bank, post office, hospital, motor garage, telephone exchange, Vedic 
school, hostel, guest houses, caves, domed meditation units, lecture halls, managers, and employee 
residences. 

Ashram flourished for many decades, and the lease ended in 1981. But due to lease extension efforts 
and correspondence, the Forest Department charged the lease rent up to 1985-86.  In 1983, the 
notification of Rajaji National Park was published, and it came into existence that year thus, the lease 
extension could not be materialized. The lease ended in 1981, and Maharshi could not extend the lease as 
the Forest Protection Act 1980 came into existence simultaneously. After losing the battle to renew the 
lease with the government, Maharshi had to leave the place. And in accordance with the Supreme Court’s 
Order No. -30-32 in wp (b) no. 337/1995 date 22-09-2003 Rajaji Park Authorities took over the Ashram 
premises in 2003. 
     After this place was deserted, buildings developed wreckage. Trees & bushes grew in the ashram, and 
the constructed property deteriorated; a new forest appeared in the yard. The main aim of the project is to 
develop it as an Center of Excellency for Eco-Tourism. Through this project, the ecorestoration of Chaurasi 
Kutiya is done to promote eco-tourism and generate revenue. The training and capacity building of forest 
staff, awareness programs, and data assessment were conducted during the study. The eco-restoration 
processes during the project duration were directly assessed and incorporated into the study to understand 
the ecorestoration in a better way. Besides this, an interpretation centre is also established in order to 
create environmental awareness. Solar fencing is encouraged to reduce the human–wildlife conflicts. The 
beneficiaries of the project include various departments, including Forest, Agriculture, and Rural 
Development, along with local stakeholders. 
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Project Objectives: 

The main objectives of the project are as follows: 

 To Create Environmental Awareness on information on forest and wildlife; 

 To develop  Bird Watching/ Nature trail; 

 To provide the training regarding skill development of nature guides, forest local community; 

 To establish a local platform to various stakeholders for livelihood through the eco-tourism 

activities; 

 To create the platform for the spiritual tourism. 

In addition, the project facilitates the following platform for ensuring sustainability and wider outreach, 

strengthening the associated stakeholders and communities: 

 Environmental Awareness: Since Rishikesh is a major tourist/ pilgrims destination in North 

India. In Chaurasi Kutiya, environmental awareness could be enhanced through the interpretation 

centre at Chaurasi Kutiya.  

 Information on Forests and Wildlife: Providing information to students and tourists about the 

local ecosystemss, flora, and fauna.    

 Bird Watching/ Nature Trail 

 Capacity building/ Training: To provide training regarding skill development of nature guides, 

Forests, and Local community. 

 Income generation: To provide a platform to the local community either directly or indirectly to 

gain employment through eco-tourism activities. 

 To provide a platform for spiritual tourism.    

Project Activities: 

     The following activities are being proposed in this plan: 

 Development of wildlife interpretation center.  

 Development of a unique programme for students to "know their forest flora and fauna."  

 Eradication of lantana and other weeds. 

 Rejuvenation of water resources and rain-water harvesting. 

 Bio composting.     

 Renovation of Existing Buildings. 

 Eco-tourism training and education for forests, Nature guides, Schools,  

 Providing basic amenities, i.e. Toilets, Drinking water, Rain shed, Nature Shop, Landscaping, etc.       

Recommendations: 

 Promotion of eco-restoration in other places of Uttarakhand.  

 Reducing carbon and greenhouse gas from transport and accommodation activities should be 
encouraged.   

 Revenue generation from eco-tourism. 



NMHS 2022-23            Final Technical Report (FTR) – SGP-05 Grant         6 of 101 

 Development of a conservatory of rare, endemic, and threatened plants. 

 Development of butterfly corner. 

 Replication of meditation center-based practices in other Himalayan regions of India, a step 
towards the improvement of mental health. 

 

2.2 Objective-wise Major Achievements 

S# Objectives Major achievements (in bullets points) 

1. To create Environmental 

Awareness on information on 

forest and wildlife; 

 Total seven (07) Training-cum-employment 

awareness programs conducted at the sites of 

Chaurasi Kutiya, benefitting around 133 local 

people. 

 Eco-restoration of different parts of Chaurasi 

Kutiya (Appreciation of the Restoration work 

worldwide, featured in and around 150 

newspapers). 

 Establishment of an Herbal Garden, especially 

showcasing ‘Navgrah Vatika’ and Rudraksh 

Vatika among others.  

 Installation of Solar Lights, ‘a source of green 

energy ’ in different parts of Chaurasi Kutiya. 

 Solar fencing around 84 Kutiya to reduce and 

mitigate the human-wildlife conflict. 

 Information on Forests and 

Wildlife 

 Devised the Audio Guide and Meditation 

Systems  for Chaurasi Kutiya, a movie-cum-

documentary showcasing the history of 

Chaurasi Kutiya. 

 Conducted 2 workshops and 5 skill development 

programs. 

 Trained 5 Nature Guides. 

2. To develop Bird Watching/ Nature 

Trails; 

  Constructed two (02) nature trails.  

 Land rehabilitation   Land rehabilitation by eradicating the lantana 

across ~3 hectares (ha) area.  

3. To provide the trainings regarding 

skill development of nature 

guides, forest local community; 

along with Income generation 

 Generated ~4 Crore revenue through eco-

tourism during last 6 years since 2017-2018. 

 Generated ~4 lakh revenue through cafeteria 

managed by EDC members. 

4. To create the platform for the 

Spiritual Tourism. 

 Established an Interpretation Center to promote 

mental health, leading to overall well-being and 

spiritually synergy/ harmony with the Nature.  
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2.3.  Outputs in terms of Quantifiable Deliverables* 

S# Quantifiable 
Deliverables* 

Monitoring Indicators* Quantified Output/ Outcome 
achieved 

Remarks 

1. Development of 

improved learning 

and interpretation 

facility with annual 

income of 10–15 

lakh per year; 

Number of region specific 

Demonstrative Model 

developed viz., Eco-

Tourism Promotion, 

Spiritual Tourism, Learning 

and Interpretation Centre 

with Target Revenue 

Generation etc. 

 Revenue generated from 

Chaurasi Kutiya: Total 

revenue ~4 Crore in last 6 

years since 2017–18; 

Revenue is 
increasing year 
by year, 
especially this 
place is 
attracting 
foreigners 
(Appendix VI 
& X) 

  Progress of Work in terms 

of No of interventions 

done/ area restored (ha) 

 Land rehabilitation through 

Lantana species eradication 

in ~3 hectare area; 

 Planted 3,000 herbal 

saplings on the premises of 

Chaurasi Kutiya; 

 Establishment of an herbal 

garden, especially 

showcasing ‘Navgrah 

Vatika’; 

 Constructed Two (02) 

nature trails;  

 Biotoilets constructions, 

thus promoting sustainable 

sanitation; 

 Solar fencing around the 

Chaurasi Kutiya; 

 Maintainance of Kutiyas; 

 Construction of bamboo 

huts; 

(Appendix VI 
and X) 

2. Culture and yoga 

based eco-tourism 

training facility for 

forest employees, 

nature guides, 

school children 

(500 per year); 

No. of Stakeholders 

benefitted (No. of School 

Children, No. of Youth, No 

of Women, No of 

Households, and Total No. 

of Local Beneficiaries): 

 Trained 5 local youths as 

the nature-cum-tourist 

guides. 

 Employed local villagers in 

form of EDC members thus 

strengthening local 

community economically. 
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(total 332 members in 

kunao). 

  No. of Awareness 

Raising/Skill Development 

Trainings (No. of Youth, 

No. of Women and Total 

No. of Beneficiaries), 

Including Employment 

Generation with 

Income/benefits statistics 

(Rs. /person) 

 Conducted seven (07) 

workshops and skill 

development programs, 

benefitting around 133 local 

people; 

 The eco-restoration of this 

location is drawing tourists 

from both inside and outside 

of India; 

 

3. Employment 

generation for 10 

villages around that 

area. 

No. indicating Livelihood 

Improvement and 

Employment Generation 

through Eco-Tourism in 

the target area. 

 Estabished a Cafeteria at 

the site, managed by 

members of EDC 

Committee.  

 Employed 26 local workers 

here for maintenance and 

cleaning tasks. 

 

    (*) As stated in the Sanction Letter issued by the NMHS-PMU. 

2.4. Strategic Steps with respect to Outcomes (in bullets) 

S. No.  Particulars No.  Remarks/ Attachment 

1.  Ground Models/Strategy developed 01  Heritage/ Spiritual Tourism Model 

2. 

 New Database/ Patent, if any 06 

 

30 

 Record of revenue generated 

during consecutive 6 years since 

2017–18 

 List of Trained Youths in the 

area as Local Custodians of the 

Tourist destination. (ref. 

Appendix-VIII). 

3. Others (if any)   

3.      Demonstrative Skill Development and Capacity Building/ Manpower Trained 

S. No. Type of Activities Details with 

number  

Activity Intended for  Participants/Trained   

SC ST Woman Total 

1. Workshops 2  5 5 10 20 

2. On Field Trainings        

3. Skill Development  5  35 28 50 113 

4. Others, if any       

4.      Linkages with Regional & National Priorities (SDGs, INDC, etc)/ Collaborations 
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S. No. Linkages /collaborations Detail of activities (No. of  Events Held)* No. of 

Beneficiaries 

1. Sustainable 

Development Goals 

(SDGs)/ Climate 

Change/INDC targets 

addressed  

 

SDG8: Decent Work and Economic 

Growth; 
 

“By 2030, devise and implement 

policies to promote sustainable 

tourism that creates jobs and 

promotes local culture and 

products.” 

 Skill development of the local communities as 

resource persons, nature guides, etc. by 

imparting skills and providing trainings.  

  

  133 local 

stakeholde

rs, 

including 

60 women, 

40 SC and 

33 ST 

community 

people. 

  SDG11: Sustainable Cities and 

Communities; 

11.4. “… promote regeneration of 

areas in decay and strengthen 

efforts to protect and safeguard 

the world’s cultural and natural 

heritage”. 

 Eco-resoration of the target site Chaurasi 

Kutiya. 

 Develop the Biodiversity Park; 

 Prepared the Nature Trails;  

 Maintenance of 84 Caves and Halls; 

 Domed Dhyan Maths; 

 Establishment of an herbal garden, especially 

showcasing ‘Navgrah Vatika’ and Rudraksh 

Vatika. 

 5 Nature-

cum-

Tourist 

Guides 

   

SDG12: Responsible 

Consumption and Production; 

12.b. “… develop and implement 

tools to monitor sustainable 

development impacts for tourism, 

including for energy, water, 

waste, biodiversity and job 

creation”. 

 Eco-resoration of the target site Chaurasi 
Kutiya. 

 Job creation for the local youths and 
communities as resource persons, nature 
guides, etc. 

 5 Nature-

cum-

Tourist 

Guides 

2. Any other -  

         *Further details to be provided in Part B-Section 5.4. 
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5.      Financial Summary (Cumulative) 

Please attach the consolidated and audited Utilization Certificate (UC) and Year-wise Statement of 
Expenditure (SE) separately in the NMHS prescribed format, ref. Annexure-I. 

6.      Major Equipment/ Peripherals Procured under the Project* (if any) 

S. No.  Name  of Equipments  Cost (INR)  Utilisation of the Equipment after project 

1. Binocular -  On the project completion,  the 

equipment will be utilized for forest 

protection & wildlife conservation 

activities in nearby forest areas in the 

target region. 

2. Telescope - 

3. Camera (Canon DSLR) - 

          *Details should be provided in details (ref Appendix XI). 

7.      Knowledge Products and Publications: 

S. 
No. 

Publication/ Knowledge Products Total Enclosures 

1. Technical Reports/ Manuals (Skill Development/ 
Capacity Building) 

 3 Brochures  

2. Information Dissemination Material  1 Knowledge Dissemination 

Material 

 

3. Any other:   

*Please mention/Acknowledge the NMHS support in all knowledge products/ publications under the project. 

8.       Recommendation on Utility of Project Findings, Replicability and Exit Strategy 

 Particulars   Recommendations 

Utility of the 

Project Findings: 

 Due to destruction of agricultutral produces by wild aminmals, youths are losing 
interest in agriculture.Hence, a useful action is required. Solar Fencing in this 
regard must be promoted, which can help mitigating the human-wild life conflict. 

 Installation solar panels at different part of Chaurasi Kutiya to promote green 
source of energy. 

 Revenue generation from eco-tourism. 

 Renovation of Existing Buildings. 

 Improved knowledge & sensitisation of community members about wildlife 
conservation and eco-restoration. 

 The created brochure and knowledge product will assist the visitor in gaining a 
historical understanding of Chaurasi Kutiya. 

 Documentry related to Rajaji and Chaurasi Kutiya will also promote the tourism 
in this area. 

 The project finding will help DFO and the forest department in the management 
and protection of forest sites at the landscape level. 
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Replicability of 

Project/ Way 

Forward: 

 The project has tremendous potential in terms of Heritage Toursim 
Development Sustainably through Eco-restoration as a well-executed replicable 
models. Thus, this meets one of the major project objectives to develop the 
project as a replicable model for adoption in other areas of historical/ heritage 
importance. 

 As per the pilot interventions taken under the project, the same demonstrative 
model can be replicated in other areas/ sites of tourist, heritage, and historical 
importance, not only in the Uttarakhand state but also across the IHR. 

 Under the demonstrative model, a number of stakeholders and agencies such 
as tour operators, travel agents, and tourist guides are interlinked to strengthen 
the livelihood opportunity and ensure sustainability. Thus , once established, 
this setup would be useful for channeling tourists from other parts through 
various means, important through the internet and social media. 

 Replication of meditation center-based practices in other Himalayan regions 
of India, a step towards the improvement of mental health. 

 Promoting forest bathing and nature therapy in this area in the future. 
Modern life and living styles are negatively impacting mental health. Hence, by 
increasing awareness and supporting people to engage in activities that 
improve their mental health, we may increase their resilience, and reduce their 
stress, anxiety, and depression. Forest bathing can also improve the economy 
of rural areas and may control the rate of migration. Forest bathing can become 
an eco-friendly, healthy antidote to our tech-saturated world. 

Exit Strategy self-

sustainable: 

 As the project aims the eco-restoration of Chaurasi Kutiya in terms of 
renovation of exisiting infrastructure as well as through the establishment of the 
herbal garden, and bamboo huts, the tourists and local community will get 
benefitted by these interventions in Chaurasi Kutiya. They will get knowledge of 
local flora-fauna. The Cafeteria established at Chaurasi Kutiya is managed by 
local EDC members. In view of this, the project will be providing them avenues 
for income generation. The locals will get benefitted from tourist inflows in this 
area.The local will generate an extra revenue through lodgings and food 
services. 

 The project has increased the capacity, ability, and efficiency of forest staff in 
ecotourism techniques, human-wildlife conflict management and mitigation, and 
overall knowledge of flora and fauna and its management. 

 

 

                                        (PROJECT PROPONENT/ COORDINATOR) 

                                           (Signed and Stamped) 

 
 

 

      

                                                     (HEAD OF THE INSTITUTION) 

                                            (Signed and Stamped) 

 

Place: ……………….. 

Date: …../……/…… 
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PART B: DETAILED PROJECT REPORT – SGP Grant 

The Detailed Project Report should include an Executive Summary along with separate chapters on (i) 

Introduction (ii) Methodologies/Strategy /Approach (iii) Key Findings and Results (iv) Overall 

Achievements (v) Project’s Impacts in IHR (vi) Exit Strategy and Sustainability (vii) References and 

(viii) Acknowledgements (acknowledging the financial grant support from the NMHS, MoEF&CC, GoI). 

Other necessary details/ Supporting Documents/ Dissemination Materials (New Products/ Manuals/ 

Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)/ Technology developed/Transferred, etc, if any) may be attached 

as Appendix(ces). 

1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

The preservation of biodiversity is crucial for a sustainable ecosystem. The conservation efforts in this 

dynamic and ever-changing landscape require a comprehensive strategy at the landscape scale. Both 

habitat loss and fragmentation present severe risks to landscape connectivity, which measures how well 

an ecosystem supports the movement of organisms and their genes.[1, 2] Landscape connectivity, or the 

ease with which organisms and their genes can move across a landscape, is in danger of fragmentation 

and habitat loss. To counteract the effects of habitat loss and fragmentation on biodiversity conservation 

and to make reserve networks more resistant to possible threats brought on by climate change, many 

conservation efforts concentrated on preserving and improving connectivity are initiated.[3]  

84 Kutiya literally means 84 huts. 84 is a number that represents the base numeral of the number of 

species we believe to exist on this earth, 84,00,000. The eating facilities are provided inside the Chaurasi 

Kuti in the form of a small canteen. Chaurasi Kutiya Ashram exists on the banks of the river Ganga near 

Swarg Ashram Rishikesh, comprising a Longitude 30° 06 35.04" and a Latitude 78° 06 35.04. This 

ashram covers an area of 15 acres in Reserve Forest Kunwao Cam. No. 1 of Lansdowne Forest Division. 

In 1961, the Ashram was leased to Maharishi Mahesh Yogi for a period of 20 years. By the orders of the 

Hon'ble Supreme Court in 2003, Ashram was taken into possession by the forest department. This 

ashram is regarded as a major spiritual centre in Uttarakhand. This place created worldwide media hype 

when the popular BEATLES music band visited Ashram. The Maharishi Mahesh Yogi Ashram at 

Rishikesh is now called the Chaurasi Kutiya Ashram, a 5-minute drive from the Ram Jhoola. 

Through this project, we tried to restore this historical and touristic place. It promotes the sustainable use 

of land and forests at the landscape level, which secures sustainable livelihoods and ensures the 

conservation of globally significant biodiversity and threatened species in the Himalayan region. The key 

four outcomes of the project include: 

 Ecorestoration. 

 Livelihood enhancement in communities 

 Reducing human-wildlife conflict. 

 Outreach and awareness-building 

Thus, it is a multidisciplinary and multi-stakeholder project involving communities, implementers, 

policymakers, resource organisations, institutions, functionaries, etc. The training and capacity building of 
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forest staff, the awareness programme, and data assessment were conducted during the study. The 

conflict cases during the project duration were directly assessed and incorporated into the study to better 

understand the ecorestoration. Besides this, an interpretation centre is also established to create 

environmental awareness. Solar fencing is encouraged to reduce human-wildlife conflict. The project's 

beneficiaries include various departments, including Forestry, Agriculture, Rural Development, and local 

stakeholders. 

 INTRODUCTION 

Restoration of damaged ecosystems is receiving increased attention around the world as people become 

more conscious that ecosystem structure, function, and diversity are significant for humanity's well-being. 

Restoration will become increasingly important because our planet will sustain an increasingly heavy 

human footprint as human populations continue to increase.[4] Restoration efforts can improve desirable 

ecological functioning, even when restoration to a historic standard is not feasible with current practise. 

Biodiversity continues to be important, but an increasingly expansive array of provenance options that 

are less stringent than the traditional 'local is best' is now being considered.[5-7] 

The Himalayan region in India remains a popular tourist destination as it attracts a huge influx of tourists 

around the year. The state of Uttarakhand, which is a part of the Himalayan region, provides both 

adventure and pilgrimage tourism, along with wildlife tourism and educational tourism. Tourism has 

gained momentum in Uttarakhand, with the number of tourists increasing from 2.6 crore (26 million) in 

2011 to 3.68 crore (36 million) in 2018.[8] The economy of the state is largely dominated by the service 

sector, including tourism, which contributed over 23% to the total GSDP from 2010–11 to 2014–15 (Niti 

Ayog, 2018).[9] Uttarakhand is also called 'Devbhumi', (The Land of Gods) beacause of the presence of 

many temples and pilgrimage centres.[10] Due to higher volumes of religious and spiritual tourism in 

Uttarakhand, tourism contributes to more than one-fifth of the GSDP. However, excessive use of 

transportation and inflow of tourists in natural habitats, including ecologically sensitive forest ecosystems, 

often contributes to the degradation of fragile landscapes due to solid waste pollution, trampling of soil 

and vegetation, and extraction of fuelwood and other biomass for camping that may negatively affect 

aesthetic and cultural values. The impact of unregulated tourism on the mountain ecosystems of the 

Indian Himalayas and their bio-resources has been identified as a major concern, particularly in view of 

the uniqueness of the biodiversity and the environmental sensitivity of the region.[11] Many tourists, 

particularly pilgrims, harvest juniper and other woody shrubs at high altitudes to cook food. There are 

issues of waste disposal, sanitation, water pollution, and adverse impacts on the wetlands, as well as 

inappropriate and un-aesthetic infrastructural development.[12] 

The sustainable tourism guidelines issued by Convention on Biological Diversity suggest that a multi-

stakeholder process, including the involvement of local communities, is necessary for the effective 

management of tourism and biodiversity.[13] This also contributes to their income generation and helps 

in poverty reduction and a decrease in threats to biodiversity. The main thrust of the guidelines is that 
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tourism management should be based on ten steps, including the development of an overall vision for the 

sustainable development of tourism activities; the setting of short-terms objectives to implement the 

vision; the review and building of regulations and tourism standards; the assessment of the potential 

impacts of tourism projects; the monitoring of impacts and compliance; and the implementation of 

adaptive management in relation to tourism and biodiversity.[8] In the case of Uttarakhand to tackle the 

pressures arising due to unregulated tourism, community-based rural tourism and nature tourism is a 

viable options for providing livelihood opportunities to the communities residing in villages near the forest 

area and providing visitors a glimpse of rural hill-village life.[14] Thus, rural tourism, agri-tourism, and 

ecotourism in the form of bird and butterfly watching, are taking root in several villages. Besides its 

natural beauty, Uttarakhand also offers adventure tourism including trekking, skiing, paragliding, 

camping, angling, rafting, mountaineering, and rock climbing.[15] 

The Beatles Ashram, or we should say a spiritual centre also known as Chaurasi Kutiya, is an ashram 

close to the north Indian city of Rishikesh in the state of Uttarakhand. It is located on the eastern bank of 

the Ganges River, opposite the Muni Ki Reti area of Rishikesh, in the foothills of the Himalayas.[16] As 

we go into the details, during the 1960s and 1970s, the International Academy of Meditation was the 

training centre for students of Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, who devised the Transcendental Meditation 

technique. It gained international attention between February and April 1968, when the English rock band 

the Beatles studied meditation there, along with other celebrities such as Donovan, Mia Farrow, and Mike 

Love . It became one of their most productive periods as songwriters, during which they composed most 

of the songs for their self-titled double album, also known as the "White Album". 

Unfortunately, the site was abandoned in the 1990s and then reverted to the local forestry department in 

2003, but it turned out to be a popular visiting place for fans of the Beatles and some famous book 

authors. Although derelict and overrun by jungle, the site was officially opened to the public in December 

2015. It has since become known as the Beatles Ashram, and it held an exhibition in February 2018 to 

celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Beatles' arrival in Rishikesh, Uttarakhand. 

Background and location 

The famous Maharishi Mahesh Yogi leased the site from the state forestry department of Uttar Pradesh 

in 1961. It sits on a 150-foot (46-meter)-high cliff overlooking the Ganges river, on a hill known as 

Manikoot, and comprises 14 acres (57,000 m2) of land surrounded by jungle. The facility was built in 

1963 with a $100,000 gift from American heiress Doris Duke. Referred to locally as the Chaurasi Kutiya 

ashram and by some mediators as Shankaracharya Nagar, it was named the "International Academy of 

Meditation" by the Maharishi. It was one of many ashrams in the Rishikesh area, which is a place of 

religious significance and known as the "yoga capital of the world".[17] 

The ashram is located due east of the “Muni Ki Retie” area of Rishikesh, in the north of the city, and on 

the opposite bank of the river. In the late 1960s, access to the cliff-top facility was possible via the 
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Lakshman Jhula footbridge, 5 kilometres (3.1 mi) north-east of the centre of Rishikesh, at the village of 

Tapovan, followed by a 2-mile walk back downriver and a steep climb up the rocky path to Manikoot. 

Alternatively, a ferry service was also available from close to what is now the Ram Jhula suspension 

bridge, built in 1986. Before the opening of Ram Jhula, vehicles crossed the Ganges over the narrow 

bridge at Haridwar, then travelled 13 miles along a twisty road to the ashram. 

 

Figure 1: Location of Beetles Ashram at Rishikesh, Uttarakhand. 



NMHS 2022-23            Final Technical Report (FTR) – SGP-05 Grant         16 of 101 

 

Figure 2: Site Map of Beetles Ashram. 

Facilities 

The facilities were way ahead of their times; the training centre was designed to suit Western habits and 

was described variously as "luxurious". It was built to accommodate several dozen people, and each of 

its stone bungalows contained five rooms. In addition to several stone huts, there were accommodation 

blocks known as puris, each containing six self-contained rooms. The Maharishi's residence was an 

extended, modern-style bungalow located away from the other buildings. According to one journalist, 

Raymond Zhong, who visited the site in 2015, the name Chaurasi Kutiya is Hindi for "84 Huts." 

Maharishi's bungalow was a "simple brick, concrete, and stone" building, far from the lavish 

accommodation commonly depicted in the media in the aftermath of the Beatles' stay at the ashram. 

The compound was surrounded by a wire fence, which served as a barrier against the abundant wildlife 

in the interior. Beyond the fence, the forest was thick with teak, guava, and sissoo trees. At the entrance 

to the site, there was a gatehouse, signposted as the "Inquiry Office," and a white picket fence inside the 

wire fence. Along the cliff edge, a path led down to the shoreline. The Maharishi addressed his students 

in the two-story lecture hall. This high-ceilinged structure had long windows that, as with its roof, provided 

a widespread habitat for birds and monkeys. The kitchen block was towards the rear of the site. Meals 

were taken communally in an open dining area, over which stood a wooden trellis. 

All about The Beatles' stay 

The Beatles' decision to study transcendental meditation in India brought international renown to the 

ashram and city. The band and their entourage travelled there in two separate groups. George Harrison, 
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John Lennon, their wives, Pattie Boyd and Cynthia Lennon, and Boyd's sister Jenny arrived in Delhi on 

February 16, 1968. They then travelled 150 miles (240 km) to Rishikesh by taxi, a six-hour journey. 

Recalling their arrival," The Beatles were followed by an entourage of reporters and photographers, who 

were mostly kept out of the fenced and gated compound. Scottish singer-songwriter Donovan arrived 

soon after the Beatles, and Mia Farrow, Mike Love of the Beach Boys, and jazz flautist Paul Horn were 

among the dozens of other mediators, all Europeans or Americans. One of the Beatles' friends, Alexis 

"Magic Alex" Madras, an electronics engineer and inventor, was summoned to Rishikesh to provide the 

ashram with a high-power radio transmitter to broadcast Maharishi's message. The members of the band 

-- Ringo Star, George Harrison, Paul McCartney, and John Lennon -- visited Chaurasi Kutiya ashram in 

February 1968 (now part of Rajaji Tiger Reserve) to learn transcendental meditation from spiritual guru 

Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. During their stay here for nearly two months, the Beatles penned 48 popular 

numbers. A few of them figured in two albums: The White Album and Yellow Submarine. 

 

Figure 3: Beetle Band with Maharishi Mahesh at Chaurasi Kutiya. 

The Beatles adopted the native dress, and the ashram had a tailor on the premises to make clothes for 

the students. Members of their party shopped in local towns and bought saris for themselves and material 

to be made into shirts and jackets for the men. These towns included Dehradun and Mussoorie, where 
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markets were held by Tibetans; later, the stay at the ashram became the Beatles' most creative period for 

songwriting. Many of their new songs were inspired by nature and reflected the simplicity of their 

surroundings. With Lennon and Paul McCartney being incredibly productive during the retreat, the songs 

later comprised the bulk of the band's 1968 double album 'The Beatles', also known as the "White 

Album." When the band was leaving the ashram, they asked Mahashri if he forgave the Beatles for their 

slight on his reputation; the Maharishi replied, "I could never be upset with angels." 

 

OBJECTIVES: 

Chaurasi Kutiya has an old biodiversity of plants and old structures, which represents the heritage of 

Uttarakhand. We have a number of national and international visitors and tourists at Chaurasi Kutiya all 

year, which helps in generating revenue for uttarakhand  government and helps in the development of 

different government projects in the state. Ecorestoration of this heritage site is not only going to help in 

generating the revenue for development of Rishikesh but also will reduce the migration of people by 

generating employment the locals. It will also help to encourage the people around the globe towards 

wildlife, birds and aquatic animals. Rishikesh is already known as a yoga capital worldwide so it  is going 

to increase the peoples interest in meditation,yoga and singing, not only it stops with this it will also 

attract tourist for so many adventure sport which in turn will enhance the business for the locals.  

The main objectives of the project are as follows: 

 To create Environmental Awareness on information on forest and wildlife; 

 To develop  Bird Watching/ Nature trail; 

 To provide the training regarding skill development of nature guides, forest local community; 

 To establish a local platform to various stakeholders for livelihood through the eco-tourism 

activities; 

 To create the platform for the spiritual tourism. 

Besides the aforementioned, other prioritized interventions are summarized as follows: 

 Bio-diversity park. 

 Generate revenue for development of Uttarakhand. 

 Sensitizing and encouraging people towards protecting Wildlife. 

 Increasing job opportunities,  which help in stopping migration from state. 

 Promoting  the interest of people towards meditation, yoga & health. 

 Develop it as an center of Excellency for Eco-Tourism. 

 Repairing of the building to develop the hostel facilities. 

 Introduction of herbal repository. 

 Maintenance of 84 caves and halls. 
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 Repairing of Domed Dhyan Maths. 

 Providing an elephant proof wall. 

 Providing electricity, water, sanitary units. Rain shed, canteen, nature shop. 

 Landscaping and gardening. 

 Residence for staffs. 

However, the proposed objectives under project are: 

 To create environmental awareness on information on forest and wildlife 

 To develop Bird watching/Nature trail 

 To provide training regarding skill development of nature guides, forest local community 

 To establish a local platform to various stakeholders for livelihood through the eco-tourism 

activities 

 To create a platform for spiritual tourism. 

 

 

Figure 4:  Graffiti on the wall of ashram marking the presence of “The Beatles” at Chaurasi Kutiya. 
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Overview of the major issues addressed/ Justification of the project 

KEY ISSUES 

i. As this place remain closed for two decades the ecology of local area has got adversely effected 

need to be recovered.    

ii. Buildings need to be checked for structural stability. Many of them are damaged. 

iii. Buildings are abandoned and required repair and restoration. 

iv. Dense ground cover crates visual barriers to the river. 

v. A boundary wall with solar electric fencing is required for protection of wild animals and people 

 

Figure 5: The cluster of huts for meditation at Beetles Ashram. 

The justification for developing Maharshi Yogi/Chaurasi Kutiya Biodiversity park /Ganga Vatika as 

follows: 

 The Biodiversity Park/ Ganga Vatika would lead to the species enrichment of degraded forests 

though ecological restoration. 

 The Biodiversity Park/ Ganga Vatika would promote formation of extensive riparian and forest 

grasslands.  
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 Biodiversity Park/ Ganga Vatika contribute to rejuvenation of streams and revival of springs and 

enhanced stream flows. 

 Biodiversity Park/ Ganga Vatika with rich food base and plenty of water serve as strong buffer for 

the herbivores and carnivores. This would prevent man-wildlife conflicts and also enhance the 

tourist value of the area. 

 Presently, the tourists have only one recreation activity –Safari. With the development of 

Biodiversity Park/ Ganga Vatika having greenways all along the periphery of tourist zone promote 

other activities like walking through 3-storeyed greenways. 

 Biodiversity Park/ Ganga Vatika with landscape elements like Butterfly Park, Herbal Garden, 

Birding Area, Tree Conservatories and other conservatories of threatened plants, Nature 

Interpretation Centre, open up new recreational and learning activities for the tourists. In this way 

the tourists pressure on the core area of Tiger Reserve will be drastically reduced. 

 Biodiversity Park/ Ganga Vatika promote ecological integrity and render a wide range of 

ecological services and connect the Biodiversity to the people. 

 The Biodiversity Parks also contribute to storage of floodwater and recharge ground water. 

 

Figure 6: Condition of buildings. 
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Baseline Data and Project Scope (Feasibility of the project) 

With careful consideration of the Ecosystem of Rajaji, its location, tourist inflow, rising Eco Tourism 

trends, and site-specific virtues of Chaurasi Kutiya, the proposed project is entirely feasible in the context 

of the following remarks.   

1. Tourism activities in all ranges of Rajaji Park contain only 18.87% of the core area of Rajaji; thus, 
the scope of tourism activities is still available in RTR (Rajaji Tiger Reserve). 

2. Chaurasi Kutiya is a walled property on 7.5 hectares. The land there is no chance of man - Wild 
Life Conflict. 

3. This place is away from the tiger zone and trails, and no tiger has ever been sighted in or near 
Forest in recent years. 

4. This property though Forest Land, is adjacent to Nagar Panchayat ‘Swargashram Jonk’, and 
forms a towny neighborhood. 

5. This site is a junction point for millions of pilgrimages every year who visit the famous Neelkanth 
shrine witnessing already millions of footfalls every year. 

6. This is no Eco-Tourism Guide education center in the area. Chauarsi Kutiya will cater to the 
demand for such activities. 

7. The Wild Life Tourism Center Chila has been facing mounting tourism pressure for the last few 
years. Opening more activities in Chaurasi Kutiya would divert the chila crowd, lessening the 
stress on the Chila tourism zone. 

8. Rule of carrying capacity of the jungle does not apply in this walled property as tourism does not 
impact Wild Life anyway. 

9. No man-animal conflict has recently been reported here or around the area. There is no evidence 
of this land as a breeding area for Wild animals. 

10. This has been once a live village having a bank, post office, telephone exchange, motor 
workshop, 250 buildings, apartments, a school, and living more than 200  people in the area.   

 

 Action Plan for the Development of Maharshi Yogi/ Chaurashi Kutiya: 

The total area is about 6 hectares which includes, the Chaurashi Kutiya, Ganga river, the riverine islands, 

the riverbed, the floodplains and its wetlands, the embankments and the forest patches with network of 

streams, below the PWD road. 

The Biodiversity Park will have following two zones:  

A. The Nature Conservation Zone  

B. The Visitor Zone. 

 

Nature Conservation Zone: In this Zone following interventions are performed:  

i. Biodiversity enrichment of degraded forest patches is carried out. 

ii. Establishment of Siwalik biodiversity nursery. 

iii. Removal of Invasive species like lantana and development grasslands is taken up. 
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iv. Construction of mini-weirs, check dams and gabion on streams/nallahs for retention of 

moisture and recharging of subsoil ground water. 

v. Development of nature trail that connects different forest patches.  

vi. Development of Greenway Ganga gallery along forest patches.  

vii. Development of floodplain forests and grasslands. 

viii. Restoration of wetlands. 

 

Visitor Zone 
 

The area around Chaurasi Kutiya is developed into a tourism-promotion area with following interventions: 

i. Renovation of old heritage buildings. 

ii. Development of Butterfly corner. 

iii. Development of Herbal plant grooves. 

iv. Landscaping of the area with garden of plants associated with mythology, religion, 

spirituality and rituals. 

v. Development of Nature Interpretation Centre in existing old building. 

vi. Development of cultural and spiritual museum in existing old building. 

vii. Development of Conservatory of rare, endemic and threatened plants.  

viii. Development of bird watching trail. 

ix. Development of existing watercourse and Water Museum. 

x. Development of basic facilities such as washrooms, drinking waters, canteen and souvenir 

shop for visitors. 

xi. Renovation and development of entry gate and pathwats/footpaths. 

xii. Development of singes and interpretation. 

 

 

Figure 7: Chaurasi Kutiya main gate. 
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METHODOLOGIES/ STRATEGY/ APPROACH 

Methodologies Used 

Though no specific methodology was developed but the existing improved production methodologies was 

demonstrated/ disseminated like: 

 Methodology for lantana eradication: Though the technique developed by C.R. Babu, is vastly 

accepted but requires regular budget and manpower for several consecutive years. One of them 

may be uprooting and taking it out side park or dispose/Bury in large pits. After uprooting lantana 

the land should be harrowed and plunged deeply so that new grasses may grow. 

 Solar lights in place of electric bulbs: There are multiple benefits of using solar street lighting 

fixtures, like conservation of energy, use of a conventional source of energy, and less 

dependence on the national grid. Tropical countries like India that receive ample sunlight most 

time of the year can be highly benefited from this source of light. 

 Composting methodologies. 

 Popularisation of Herbal garden in place of simple tree plantation: An herb garden is often a 

dedicated space in a garden, devoted to growing a specific group of plants called herbs or 

medicinal plants.[18] They can just be dedicated patches where such herbs grow randomly, or 

they may also be carefully designed. Herb gardens could be purely functional for growing these 

important plants, or they could also include a blend of functional, medicinal, and ornamental 

plants. Medicinal plants and herbs are considered valuable and important ingredients which can 

be used in development of life saving drugs. Apart from that, these plants also play a critical role 

in the health, well-being and human cultures of people around the world. 

2 KEY FINDINGS AND RESULTS 

2.1 Major Activities/ Findings (max. 500 words) 

3 OVERALL ACHIEVEMENTS  

 Three photo galleries:  One hall displays about Transcendental Meditation and Maharishi 

Mahesh Yogi. Another one talks about the famous visitors to the ashram – Beatles and the third 

one introduces you to the residents of the jungles of Rajaji Tiger Reserve – its wild animals. A 

gallery in which the rare photographs of the beatles in Rishikesh was established with the help of 

Hollywood director Paul Saltzman. Maharishi Mahesh Yogi Foundation has also co-operated with 

the forest department in this. 

 Training-cum-employment awareness program at Chaurasi Kutiya 

 Eco-restoration of different parts of Chaurasi Kutiya  
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 Restoration work is appreciated worldwide and featured in ~150 newspapers and TV news in 

foreign media. New York Times, BBC World Service, Radio New Zealand, Australian 

Broadcasting Corporation, Bloomberg, Dallas News, South China Morning Post, Kathmandu Post, 

Arab News, Telegraph (London), Kuwait, Times, Malay Mail (Malaysia), The Sun Daily, Daily Mail 

(UK), etc. The news about Chaurasi Kutiya was flashed in Pakistan Media. It was published in the 

famous Pakistan newspaper Dawn, Express Tribune. A feature on Chaurasi Kutiya got published 

in the flight magazine Vistara. 

 New brochure of Chaurasi Kutiya published. 

 Establishment of an herbal garden especially showcasing ‘Navgrah Vatika’ and Rudraksh 

Vatika. 

 Installations of solar lights, a source of green energy ’ in different parts of Chaurasi Kutiya 

 Solar fencing around 84 Kutiya to reduce wild-human conflict. 

 The audio guide and meditation systems  are devised for Chaurasi kutia, a movie-cum-

documentary showcasing the history of Chaurasi Kutiya 

 2 workshops and 5 skill development programs 

 Trained 5 nature guides 

 New Brochure for Chaurasi Kutiya 

 Old water channel restored. 

 Rejuvenation of water resources and rain water harvesting 

 Biocomposting 

 Construction of two nature trails 

 Audio-visual equipment for the interpretation centre 

 Eradication of lantana and other weeds.  

 Solar fencing installed to keep  wild animal away and protect tourists. 

 Planted around 3000 herbal saplings on campus. 

 Introduction of herbal repository 

 Halls are provided for conducting Yoga, meditation, and other similar events. 

 A Cafeteria is established there through EDC (Eco-Development Committees) [EDC is an 

agency formed at a village/cluster level of villages situated adjacent to Reserved Forests (RF) 

registered with the Territorial Divisional Forest Office]. EDC member is running the cafeteria, thus 

has generated employment options for locals and earned 2 lakh revenue through cafeteria 

managed by EDC members. 



NMHS 2022-23            Final Technical Report (FTR) – SGP-05 Grant         26 of 101 

 

Figure 8: Reviews received on trip advisor. 

 Revenue of ~4 crores is generated from this tourist site through selling tickets. 

 The 630 reviews received on TripAdvisor also indicate the popularity of Chaurasi Kutiya and the 

affection of the visitors.  

 276 tourists rated the facilities as Excellent, 

 137 visitors rated the spot as Very good, 

 64 tourists found the destination an Average. 

 

Figure 9: Newspaper clipping highlighting the significance of Chaurasi Kutiya (Source: 
Dawn newspaper, Pakistan, August 14, 2018). 
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Figure 10: Newspaper clipping highlighting the significance of Chaurasi Kutiya. 
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Figure 11: Visitor leaflet for Chaurasi Kutiya. 
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Figure 12: Meditation rooms at Chaurasi Kutiya. 
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Figure 13: Janakpuri and Sidhpuri buildings at Chaurasi Kutiyas. 
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Figure 14: Maharishi Yogi residence. 
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Figure 15: New infrastructure developed at Chaurasi Kutiya. 
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Figure 16: Ticket designed for Chaurasi Kutiya. 
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3.1 Achievements on project Objectives/ Target Deliverables  (max. 500 words) 
 

S. 
No. 

Quantifiable 
Deliverables* 

Monitoring Indicators* Quantified Output/ Outcome 
achieved 

Remarks 

1. Development of 

improved learning 

and interpretation 

facility with total 

revenue around ~ 

4 crore 

Number of region specific 

Demonstrative Model 

developed viz., Eco-

Tourism Promotion, 

Spiritual Tourism, Learning 

and Interpretation Centre 

with Target Revenue 

Generation etc. 

Revenue generated from 

Chaurasi Kutiya: ~4 crore 

 

 

 

Revenue is 
increasing year 
by year 
especially this 
place is 
attracting tourists 
from outside 

2.  Progress of Work in terms 

of No of interventions 

done/ area restored (ha) 

Lantana eradication area~3 

hectare 

Planted 3,000 herbal 

saplings on the premises of 

Chaurasi Kutiya 

Establishment of an herbal 

garden especially 

showcasing ‘Navgrah 

Vatika’ and ‘Rudraksh 

Vatika’ 

Two (02) nature trails are 

constructed 

Biotoilets constructions, thus 

promoting sustainable 

sanitation. 

Solar fencing around the 

Chaurasi Kutiya 

Maintainance of kutiyas 

Construction of bamboo 

huts 

 

3. Culture and yoga 

based eco-tourism 

training facility for 

forest employees, 

nature guides, 

school children  

No. of Stakeholders 

benefitted (No. of School 

Children, No. of Youth, No 

of Women, No of 

Households, and Total No. 

of Local Beneficiaries): 

5 local youths are trained as 

nature cum tourist guides 

Employed local villagers in 

form of EDC members thus 

strengthening local 

community economically. 
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  No. of Awareness 

Raising/Skill Development 

Trainings (No. of Youth, 

No. of Women and Total 

No. of Beneficiaries), 

Including Employment 

Generation with 

Income/benefits statistics 

(Rs. /person) 

Seven workshops and skill 

development programs are 

organized,benefitting around 

150 persons 

The eco-restoration of this 

location is drawing tourists 

from both inside and outside 

of India. 

 

 Employment 

generation for 10 

villages around that 

area. 

No. indicating Livelihood 

Improvement and 

Employment Generation 

through Eco-Tourism in 

the target area. 

The cafeteria established in 

this site is managed by 

members of EDC 

committee.  

Twenty-six local workers are 

employed here for 

maintenance and cleaning 

tasks. 

 

 

 

Figure 17: Comparison of Indian tourists at Chaurasi Kutiya at different financial years. 
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Figure 18: Comparison of Foreign tourists at Chaurasi Kutiya at different financial years. 
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Figure 19: Comparison of Total tourists at Chaurasi Kutiya at different financial years. 
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Figure 20: Comparison of revenues earned through Chaurasi Kutiya at different financial years. 

 

3.2 Interventions (max 500 words) 

Following interventions are done at the project site during project tenure: 

 Solar fencing around Chaurasi Kutiya to control human-wild conflict. 

 Electricity fitting in administrative office in Chaurasi Kutiya 

 Repairing of Water storage tank at Chaurasi Kutiya 

 Cleaning of grasses and other ficus from roof top of Chaurasi Kutiya 

 Water pipeline construction 

 Renovation of second floor of administrative office 

 Parapet at the front of Chaurasi Kutiya 

 Construction of nature trail 

 Installments of sign boards 

 Old water channel restored 

 Construction of 2 bamboo huts 

 Renovation of canteen 

 Development of interpretation centre 

 Establishment of herbal garden (herbal repository attached in appendix 1) 

 Establishment of biotoilets 

 Water harvesting units in Chaurasi Kutiya 

 Biocomposting in Chaurasi Kutiya. 

 Installments of meditation music systems 

 Audio-visual facilitie sat Chaurasi Kutiya 

 Ticket counter repairing 
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Figure 21: Interventions done at Chaurasi Kutiya 
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NMHS 2022-23            Final Technical Report (FTR) – SGP-05 Grant         40 of 101 

 

Figure 22: interventions at Chaurasi Kutiya 

 

Field Demonstration and Value-addition of Products: 
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4   PROJECT’S IMPACTS IN IHR  
 

 Skill Development and Capacity Building: Increased skills, capacity and ability of ground-level 

forest department staffs for ecorestoration and other stakeholders and local people. 

 Sustainable Eco-restoration: Singnificant eco-friendly or green development interventions/ 

initiative for sustenance of ecosystem, including Land Rehabilitation, Water harvesting, etc. in the 

target region.  

 Participatory Conservation and Management - Public participation, especially from IHR region 

in conservation-related activities  

 Environmental Awareness raising: Public sensitization and community awareness in the forest 

fringe areas – an important aspect of conservation. 

 Human-wildlife conflict mitigation: HWC management and mitigation with better understanding 

of dynamic factors in play. 

 Augmented Eco-tourism: Increased the inflow of tourist in IHR region. 

 Livelihood Options and Employment Generation: Generating employement opportunities in 

IHR region. 

 Heritage Site Conservation: A historic and heritage site conservation in the target region of IHR. 

 

5   EXIT STRATEGY AND SUSTAINABILITY 

5.1 Utility of project findings (max. 500 words) 
 

 Due to destruction of agricultutral produces by wild aminmals, youths are losing interest in 

agriculture.Hence, a useful action is required. Solar Fencing in this regard must be promoted, 

which can reduce the human-wild life conflict. 

 The project finding will help DFO and the forest department in the management and protection of 

forest sites at the landscape level. 

 Revenue generation from eco-tourism. 

 Renovation of Existing Buildings. 

 Improved knowledge & sensitisation of community members about wildlife conservation and 

eco-restoration. 

 The created brochure and knowledge product will assist the visitor in gaining a historical 

understanding of Chaurasi Kutiya. 

 Documentry related to Rajaji and Chaurasi Kutiya will also promote the tourism in this area. 

 Installation solar panels at different part of Chaurasi Kutiya to promote green source of energy 

 
5.2  Way Forward (200 words in bullets) 
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 The project has tremendous potential in terms of Heritage Toursim Development Sustainably 

through Eco-restoration as a well-executed replicable models. Thus, this meets one of the 

major project objectives to develop the project as a replicable model for adoption in other areas 

of historical/ heritage importance. 

 As the project aims the eco-restoration of Chaurasi Kutiya in terms of renovation of exisiting 

infrastructure as well as through establishment of herbal garden, bamboo huts, the tourists and 

local community will get benefitted by these interventions in Chaurasi Kutiya. They will get 

knowledge of local flora-fauna. Cafeteria will generate revenue for local community. In view of 

this, the project has started providing them avenues for income generation. The locals have 

started getting benefitted with tourist inflows to their area.The locals have generate an extra 

revenue/ an alternate income option through lodgings and food services. 

 The project has increased the capacity, ability and efficiency of forest staff in ecotourism 

techniques, human -wildlife conflict management and mitigation, and overall knowledge of 

flora-fauna and its management.  

 

5.3 Replication/ Upscaling/ Post-Project Sustainability of Interventions (Max 500 words) 

 The proposed project has tremendous potential for replication. In fact, one of the major project 

objectives is to develop this project as a replicable model for adoption in other areas of forest. 

 As per the pilot interventions taken under the project, the same demonstrative model can be 

replicated in other areas/ sites of tourist, heritage, and historical importance, not only in the 

Uttarakhand state but also across the IHR. 

 Under the demonstrative model, a number of stakeholders and agencies such as tour 

operators, travel agents, and tourist guides are interlinked to strengthen the livelihood 

opportunity and ensure sustainability. Thus , once established, this setup would be useful for 

channeling tourists from other parts through various means, important through the internet and 

social media. 

 Replication of meditation centre-based practices in other Himalayan regions of India, a step 

towards the improvement of mental health. 

 Modern life can have a significant impact on mental health and so raising awareness of mental 

health issues, as well supporting people to engage in activities that improve their mental 

health, increase their resilience, and reduce their stress, anxiety and depression is key 

to what we set out to achieve. Prior to the Covid pandemic, rates of depression, anxiety 

and stress had been rising globally, and what became clear during the pandemic was 

that it was, and still is, having a marked impact on peoples’ mental health. However, 

during this time many people have also gained an increased appreciation of the 

positive effects that nature and increased nature-connection can have on our mental 
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health and wellbeing. Many of us just know intuitively that being in nature makes us 

feel more relaxed and happy. Promoting forest bathing and nature therapy in this area 

in future. This is not exercise, or hiking, or jogging. It is simply being in nature, 

connecting with it through our senses of sight, hearing, taste, smell and touch. Shinrin-

yoku is like a bridge. By opening our senses, it bridges the gap between us and the 

natural world. Modern life can have a negative significant impact on mental health and 

so raising awareness of mental health issues, as well supporting people to engage in 

activities that improve their mental health, increase their resilience, and reduce their 

stress, anxiety and depression is key to what we set out to achieve. Forest bathing can 

also adapted to improve the economy of rural areas that lost people migrating to cities. 

Forest bathing can become an eco-friendly, healthy antidote to our tech-saturated 

world. 

 

5.4 Scope of Sustainable Future Plan 

To start small courses for village youths on bird watching, setting up 

nursery, eco-tourism, bakery, etc. 

 To Setup a small Hill Museum 

 To restore two halls which can be provided on daily rent basis to groups for conducting Yoga, 

meditation sessions and other similar events. 

 To develop Beatles related attractions and take help from The Beatles Story (Museum) located in 

Liverpool. 

 To restore the bungalow of Maharishi Mahesh Yogi 

 To set up a small reading section containing books related to Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, Yoga, 

meditation, etc 

 To start a souvenir shop by involving the Eco Development Committee 

 To create livelihood opportunities for villagers and promote their art and craft. 

 To organize archival film festival on Garhwal and Kumoan. 

 To host workshop and seminars of art and music of Garhwal and Kumoan. 

 To launch a special field publicity campaign in Rishikesh before the start of PATA travel mart and 

International Yoga Week. 
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Annexure-I 
 

Consolidated and Audited  

Utilization Certificate (UC) and Statement of Expenditure (SE) 

 

For the Period:  01-04-2018 to 31-03-2021       

1. Title of the project/Scheme/Programme: Eco-Restoration Proposal for Chaurasi 
Kutiya, Rishikesh, Dehradun 

2. Name of the Principle Investigator & Organization: Dierctor, Rajaji Tiger Reserve, Uttarakhand 

3. NMHS-PMU, G.B. Pant National Institute of Himalayan 
Environment, Kosi-Katarmal, Almora, Uttarakhand  
 
Letter No. and Sanction Date of the Project: 

Letter no.-GBPNI/NMHS-2017-18/SGP-05 
Dated-27 March, 2018 

4. Amount received from NMHS-PMU, G.B. Pant National 
Institute of Himalayan Environment, Kosi-Katarmal, 
Almora, Uttarakhand during the project period 
(Please give number and dates of Sanction Letter 
showing the amount paid): 

 

1- Letter no.-GBPNI/NMHS-2017-18/SGP-
05  Dated-27 March, 2018 

1St Installment – 92.40 lakh 
2- Letter no.-GBPNI/NMHS-2017-18/SGP-

05/592/415 Dated-22 January, 2020  
2nd  Installment – 73.40 lakh 

5. Total amount that was available for expenditure 
(Including commitments) incurred during the project 
period: 

1,65,80,000.00 
 

6.  Actual expenditure (excluding commitments) incurred 
during the project period: 

1,63,70,088.00 

7. Unspent Balance amount refunded, if any  
(Please give details of Cheque no. etc.): 

5,89,529.15 with Accrued bank Interest  

8. Balance amount available at the end of the project: - 
 

9. Balance Amount: - 
 

10. Accrued bank Interest: - 
 

 
Certified that the expenditure of Rs. 1,63,70,088.00 (Rupees One crore sixty-three lakh seventy thousand 
eighty-eight) mentioned against Sr. No. 6 was actually incurred on the project/scheme for the purpose it was 
sanctioned. 
 
 
Date: 31-03-2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Signature of                (Signature of Registrar/            (Signature of Head 
Principal Investigator)           Finance Officer)                  of the Institution) 
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OUR REF. No. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACCEPTED AND COUNTERSIGNED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: 
 
 
 
 
 
COMPETENT AUTHORITY 
NATIONAL MISSION ON HIMALAYAN STUDIES (GBP NIHE) 
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Statement of Consolidated Expenditure 

[NATIONAL MISSION ON HIMALAYAN STUDIES] 

 
Statement showing the expenditure of the period from  

Sanction No. and Date : Letter no.-GBPNI/NMHS-2017-18/SGP-05  
 Dated-27 March, 2018 & dated 22-01-2020 

   
 
1. Total outlay of the project    :  2,12,00,000.00 
 
2. Date of Start of the Project    :  01-04-2018 
 
3.  Duration      :  3 year 
 
4. Date of Completion     :  31-03-2021 
 
a) Amount received during the project period             : 1,65,80,000.00 
 
b) Total amount available for Expenditure             : 1,63,70,088.00 
 

S. 
No. 

Budget head Amount 
received 

Expenditure Amount Balance/ excess 
expenditure 

1 Salaries Nil Nil Nil 

2 Permanent Equipment 
Purchased 
(Item-wise 

   

3 Rejuvenation of water 
resources and rain water 
harvesting 

1600000.00 1600000.00 - 

4 Audio-visual equipment for 
interpretation centre 

2000000.00 2000000.00 - 

5 Solar lights 800000.00 622141.00 177859.00 

6 Solar fencing 1600000.00 1600000.00 - 

7 Signage 600000.00 600000.00 - 

8 Bio-toilets 1200000.00 1200000.00 - 

9 Gadgets for bird watching 
studies & plant monitoring 
(binocular, telescope, 
camera & etc) 

500000.00 500000.00 - 

 Activities & other project 
cost:- 
B  Recurring 

8280000.00 8247947.00 32053.00 

10 Institutional charges - - - 

11 Accrued bank Interest 379617.15 - 379617.15 

12 Total 16959617.15 16370088.00 589529.15 
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Certified that the expenditure of of Rs. 1,63,70,088.00 (Rupees One crore sixty-three lakh seventy 
thousand eighty-eight) mentioned against Sr. No.12 was actually incurred on the project/ scheme for the 
purpose it was sanctioned. 
 
 

Date: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Signature of              (Signature of Registrar/  (Signature of Head 
Principal Investigator)       Finance Officer)   of the Institution) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OUR REF. No. 
 
 
 
ACCEPTED AND COUNTERSIGNED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: 
 
 
 
 
 
COMPETENT AUTHORITY 
NATIONAL MISSION ON HIMALYAN STUDIES (GBP NIHE) 
 

 

 



NMHS 2022-23            Final Technical Report (FTR) – SGP-05 Grant         53 of 101 

Annexure-II 

Consolidated Interest Earned Certificate 

Please provide the detailed interest earned certificate on the letterhead of the grantee/ Institution and duly 

signed. 

 

Accrued bank 
Interest (2019-20) 

- 35,983.00 

Accrued bank 
Interest (2020-21) 

- 343,634.15 

Total:- - 379617.15 
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Annexure-III 

Consolidated Assets Certificate 

Assets Acquired Wholly/ Substantially out of Government Grants 

(Register to be maintained by Grantee Institution) 
 

Name of the Sanctioning Authority:   National Mission on Himalayan Studies, Kosi-Katarmal, Alomra. 

1. Sl. No. ________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Name of Grantee Institution: National Mission on Himalayan Studies, Kosi-Katarmal, Alomra  

3. No. & Date of sanction order: NMHS/2017-18/SGP-05-P5 dated. 27-03-2018. 

4. Amount of the Sanctioned Grant: - Rs. 2.12 cr 

5. Brief Purpose of the Grant: - Eco-Restoration of Chaurasi Kutiya. 

6. Whether any condition regarding the right of ownership of Govt. in the property or other assets acquired 
out of the grant was incorporated in the grant-in-aid Sanction Order: _____________________________ 

7. Particulars of assets actually credited – Rs. 1.658 cr .....or acquired-  Rs. 1.6370088 cr 

8. Value of the assets as on _______31-03-2021_________________________________________________ 

9. Purpose for which utilised at present ______Publicity________________________________________ 

10. Encumbered or not ____________No___________________________________________________ 

11. Reasons, if encumbered _______NA_________________________________________________ 

12. Disposed of or not _____________NA_________________________________________________ 

13. Reasons and authority, if any, for disposal__________NA__________________________________ 

14. Amount realised on disposal ___________________NA____________________________________ 

 

Any Other Remarks:- Kindly try to release the remaining amount in relation to the sanctioned amount for the 
Churosai Kutiya. 
 

(PROJECT INVESTIGATOR)        (FINANCE OFFICER) 

(Signed and Stamped)         (Signed and Stamped) 

 

 

(HEAD OF THE INSTITUTION) 

   (Signed and Stamped) 
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Annexure-IV 

List or Inventory of Assets/ Equipment/ Peripherals 

 

S. No. Name of Equipment Quantity 
Sanctioned 

Cost 

Actual 

Purchased Cost 
Purchase Details 

1. Hawke Binocular (35105) 01 19744.00 19744.00 12x50 (Extra low dispersion 

Green35105) 

2. Hawke Binocular (38412) 01 45931.00 45931.00 10x42 Eye Relief (38412) 

3. Hawke Binocular (35010) 01 34829.00 34829.00 8x42 Frontier HDX Water 

Proof (35010) 

4. Fuji Film x 47 Camera  02 203386.00 203386.00 Mirror less Camera  

5. Cannon DSLR  01 94911.00 94911.00 80D DSLR 

6. Celestron Binocular 

(71422)  

01 26482.00 26482.00 Cavalry 7x50, with GPS, 

Compass (71422) 

7. Celestron Binocular 

(71189-A) 

01 18134.00 18134.00 Oceana 7x50, Water Proof 

(71189-A)  

8. Celestron 114 LCM 

Telescope  

01 42000.00 42000.00 Coputerized Telescope  

9. Celestron Astromaster 

130 EQ Telescope  

01 55000.00 55000.00 Astromaster 130 EQ  

 Total  10 540417.00 540417.00  

 

 
 
(PROJECT INVESTIGATOR)          (FINANCE OFFICER) 

(Signed and Stamped)         (Signed and Stamped) 

 

 

(HEAD OF THE INSTITUTION) 

   (Signed and Stamped) 
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        Annexure-V 

Letter of Head of Institution/Department confirming Transfer of Equipment Purchased 

under the Project to the Institution/Department 

To, 

The Convener, Mountain Division  

Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF&CC) 

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan 

Jor Bagh, New Delhi-110003 

 

Sub.:  Transfer of Permanent Equipment purchased under Research Project titled “....” funded under the NMHS 

Scheme of MoEF&CC – reg. 
 

Sir/ Madam, 

This is hereby certified that the following permanent equipment purchased under the aforesaid 

project have been transferred to the Implementing Organization/ Nodal Institute after completion of the project: 

S. No. Name of Equipment Quantity 
Sanctioned 

Cost 
Actual 

Purchased Cost 
Purchase Details 

1. Hawke Binocular (35105) 01 19744.00 19744.00 12x50 (Extra low dispersion 
Green35105) 

2. Hawke Binocular (38412) 01 45931.00 45931.00 10x42 Eye Relief (38412) 

3. Hawke Binocular (35010) 01 34829.00 34829.00 8x42 Frontier HDX Water 
Proof (35010) 

4. Fuji Film x 47 Camera  02 203386.00 203386.00 Mirror less Camera  

5. Cannon DSLR  01 94911.00 94911.00 80D DSLR 

6. Celestron Binocular 
(71422)  

01 26482.00 26482.00 Cavalry 7x50, with GPS, 
Compass (71422) 

7. Celestron Binocular 
(71189-A) 

01 18134.00 18134.00 Oceana 7x50, Water Proof 
(71189-A)  

8. Celestron 114 LCM 
Telescope  

01 42000.00 42000.00 Coputerized Telescope  

9. Celestron Astromaster 
130 EQ Telescope  

01 55000.00 55000.00 Astromaster 130 EQ  

 Total  10 540417.00 540417.00  

 

       

                 Head of Implementing Organization:  

          Name of the Implementing Organization:  

    Stamp/ Seal: 

 Date: 

Copy to:  

1. The Nodal Officer, NMHS-PMU, National Mission on Himalayan Studies (NMHS), G.B. Pant National Institute of 

Himalayan Environment (NIHE), Kosi-Katarmal, Almora, Uttarakhand-263643 
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Annexure-VI 

 

Details, Declaration and Refund of Any Unspent Balance  
 

Please provide the details of refund of any unspent balance and transfer the balance amount through RTGS (Real-Time Gross 
System) in favor of NMHS GIA General and declaration on the official letterhead duly signed by the Head of the Institution.   

 
Kindly note the further Bank A/c Details as follows: 

Name of NMHS A/c:  NMHS GIA General 
Bank Name & Branch: Central Bank of India (CBI), Kosi  Bazar, Almora, Uttarakhand 263643 
IFSC Code:  CBIN0281528 
Account No.:  3530505520 (Saving A/c) 

In case of any queries/ clarifications, please contact the NMHS-PMU at e-mail: nmhspmu2016@gmail.com  
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Appendix-I  

Herbal Repository 
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Appendix-II  

Project Location/ Site Maps 
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Appendix-III  

Different intervention sites at Chaurasi Kutiya 
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Appendix-IV  

Different activities for awareness and skill development 
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Appendix-V  

Published tickets and brochures  
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Appendix-VI  
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Appendix-VII 

Knowledge Products 
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Appendix-IX  

Record of Revenue generated during six consecutive years since 2017–18 
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Appendix-X 

Different interventions at Chaurasi Kutiya, Rishikesh, Uttarakhand 

 

 

Figure 23: Herbal garden. 
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Figure 24: Nature trail. 
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Figure 25: Solar fencing 

 

Figure 26: Music box 
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Figure 27: Biotoilets 

 

 

Chief Minister of Uttarakhand at Chaurasi Kutiya 
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Ambassador of America at Chaurasi Kutiya 

 

 
Ambassador of Indonesia at Chaurasi Kutiya 
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Appendix-XI 

Details of the Purchased equipment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


